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Job Title: Associate Product Designer	      			Department: Design & Marketing

Reports to: Director of Design 				FLSA Status: Exempt		

JOB DESCRIPTION:
Uniek brand, Kate & Laurel is looking for a creative, high energy, trend-obsessed designer ready to grow their career in home décor. You’ll need an amazing eye for design, command of design software, strong organizational skills and a genuine passion for beautiful products. The ideal candidate should have a degree in Graphic Design, Product Design or Industrial Design. 2-5 years of design experience, including internships or academic projects. Home décor design experience a plus but not required.

As an Associate Product Designer, you will gain hands-on product development experience, collaborating with our Product Management, Engineering, Sourcing and Quality Teams. You will be mentored in the product development lifecycle and required to contribute during each product design cycle. You will support and add value as we bring product to market via major retailers and eCommerce partners – Amazon, Wayfair, Target, Home Depot, Overstock, etc. Continued growth is encouraged and responsibilities are intended to increase as experience builds.

Purpose and Objectives:
· Responsible for the design, development and introduction of new products that meet the needs of the Uniek business and our consumers.
· Responsible for following product pathway from concept through sampling.
· Responsible for recognizing current and future design trends via social media, market observations and trend research.

Essential/Specific Duties and Tasks:
· Understanding of and accountability for designing new products while hitting determined price points, retail margin, and trade profit.
· Working with internal and external teams to provide all requested deliverables for assigned projects including hand sketches, 3D renderings and design briefs.
· Product design and development for the following categories is on trend and meets the needs of our Retail and Dotcom partners and our end consumers:

	· Accent Furniture
· Cabinets
· Mirrors
· Photo Frames
	· Shelving
· Pinboards, Chalkboards
· Dec Acceents



· Assist with trend research and present findings.
· Continually investigate new product ideas, design features and attributes to provide Uniek with product distinction and a competitive advantage.
· Performs other duties as assigned.

Held Accountable For:
· Partnering with Design Director on the development and execution of product concepts.
· Preparing detailed project specifications within project timelines.
· Maintaining a thorough understanding of current and future décor trends.
· Preparing detailed communication with all teams on project status and next steps. 

· Qualifications (including Education, Physical Demands, Working Conditions, Equipment Used, Other Required Skills):
· Tech or College degree in Graphic Design, Product Design or Industrial Design.
· Exceptional knowledge of Adobe Creative Suite and Microsoft Office. Solidworks and/or Keyshot 3D rendering programs a plus.
· Experience with hand sketching.
· General knowledge of design process.
· Proven time management skills - ability to prioritize and deliver multiple projects on time.
· Proven critical thinker – asks relevant questions and makes logical decisions.
· Excellent written and oral communication skills.
· Flexibility to adapt quickly to project changes and desire to work in a fast-paced environment.
· Interest in working with overseas suppliers.

Key Performance Indicators:
· On-time and on-cost completion of assigned projects.
· Recognized by team members as creative, energetic and passionate about design.



LIMITATIONS AND DISCLAIMER
The above job description is meant to describe the general nature and level of work being performed; it is not intended to be construed as an exhaustive list of all responsibilities, duties and skills required for the position.
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